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The NGOs Center in Razgrad has ex-
panded the process of interaction between
institutions and the civil sector. The orga-
nization has developed a successful pub-

,Democracy will not perish because of truth.”

Pastor Joachim Gauk, Germany

ful cases in public interest treating the Law
on Access to Public Information mainly
against Razgrad Municipality.

The NGOs Center has actively devel-

lic-private partnership with the Regional
and District Courts, local police and pub-
lic institutions. The collaboration with
court in Razgrad encouraged us to keep up
fostering the positive reform in the judi-
cial system on a local level for maintain-
ing the principles of transparency, public-
ity, and accountability of the judicial sys-
tem.

The development of the NGOs Center
as a social services provider was a priority
of the year. The efforts of the organization
were aimed at supporting vulnerable
groups, providing social and health sup-
port to women at disadvantage from vari-
ous ethnic minorities.

oped two programs: Program of Local De-
velopment and Program of Work with Vol-
unteers. Since 2002 the organization has
expert volunteers who possess specific ex-
pertise. They are representatives of ethnic
minorities, local figures of authority, opin-
ion shapers, and common citizens who are
motivated to collaborate and support the
work of police while solving the problems
of security and public order in Razgrad.

The NGOs Center as a resource organi-
zation shares and disseminates good prac-
tices, and provides consultations, informa-
tion, and counseling for increasing the ca-
pacity and the organizational development
of the civil organizations in the Ludogorie

In 2005 there were dozens of success-  Region.
Georgi Milkov, Chairman of the Managing ==
Board of the Nongovernmental Organizations g
Center in Razgrad, received a letter of gratitude, pENY Eﬁ;ﬁ, APUS

MAHUC TP MO EBPONEWCKUTE

signed by the Minister of European Issues iy e

Meglena Kuneva. “I appreciate immensely your
efforts to support the inner integration of soci-
ety and to establish the connection between in-
stitutions and the civic sector which is of such a
great significance. I would like to specially thank
you for your project of civic court watch and I
hope that we will have future occasions to work
together and advocate the principles of transpar-
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I'-H FTEOPTH MH.IKOB
NrEACEIATE HA ¥C

IEHTHPA HA HENTPABHTE.TCTREHH
OPTAHW3AIIHH B PAZIPAT

YBAKAEMH IN'OCIOAHH MHIKOB.

Paanam ce, we |1t!IIT'[‘p'I.l Ha HenpanHTeNCTBE IHTe OPTANHTILHN B Pf.l'll'|

ency and aCCOUntability”, says minister Kuneva TOAKOBA SKTHBEH 1 H¢ CT¢ HAIPABHIM 10103 MHOTO 1 KOHKPETHH Hellld.
GesEpaiio OMHTA BIE 13 MOMAILTE 33 BETPELHATA HHTerPaLia Ha O0LIeCTBg

in her letter.




Our achievements

- The collaboration with the Regional Director-
ate of Interior has continued so that the public
image of police in Razgrad could be improved
and active techniques of communication with
citizens and ethnic minorities could be acquired.
Through the implementation of Model Success-
ful Police - Development of Sustainable Part-
nerships public trust will be increased as well as
citizens” support for the activity of the repre-
sentatives of authority so that problems of se-
curity and social order could be solved with the
active participation of ethnic minorities.

A successful partnership with Razgrad District
and Regional Court for increasing citizens’ trust
in the judicial institution was established. Civil
Court Watch Project set up the beginning of the
process of establishment of transparent and ef-
fectively functioning system of jurisdiction which
benefits the trust and support of the local au-
thority. The publics trust in local judicial power
increased; a positive image of judicial institu-
tions in Razgrad was established.

The capacity of the NGOs Center in Razgrad as
a provider of social services was developed
through the implementation of Development
of Daily Center for Women from the Village of
Strazhets Project. The social and economic con-
ditions of the different ethnic minorities from
the Village of Strazhets improved; they had an
opportunity for professional fulfillment at the
labor market.

The NGOs Center in Razgrad was selected as a
partner by Open Society Institute Sofia to par-
ticipate in a project of monitoring over deals
related to command with municipal property
in Razgrad municipality.

The NGOs Center in Razgrad provided employ-
ment to two women of ethnic minorities. They
have served as consultants on work with Roma
community as per From Social Policy to Gen-
eral Employment Program of the Ministry of
Labor and Social Policy.

The NGOs Center in Razgrad participates in a
Social Enterprises Program of Counterpart In-
ternational Bulgaria Foundation and develops
a capacity for supporting women at disadvan-
tage from minority groups through providing

them with employment. Since November 2005
the organization has been a member of the As-
sociation of Social Enterprises. The chairman of
the Managing Board Georgi Milkov was elected
by the members of the Managing Board of the
association.

Protection for victims of domestic violence was
initiated for the first time by a nongovernmen-
tal organization in Razgrad in accordance with
the Act on Protection against Domestic Vio-
lence. The first case treating the Act was tried in
2005 in Razgrad. The case had a positive end-
ing for the affected woman and her two chil-
dren.

The Access to Information Program awarded an
honorable deed to the NGOs Center in Razgrad
for actively utilizing the Act on Access to Public
Information and conducting lawsuit proceed-
ings in regard with the access to information of
great public significance.

A nongovernmental organization printed out the
annual reports for 2004 of Razgrad District and
Regional Court in circulation of 1500 for the first
time throughout the country. The edition
reached free of charge clients of court, judges,
judicial officers at judicial institutions in Razgrad
Region, representatives of institutions, and citi-
zens.

Alocal organization Women Support Center in
the Village of Strazhets was established. It sup-
ports women at disadvantage from ethnic mi-
norities in the village and is backed by the NGOs
Center in Razgrad.

The NGOs Center is an active member of the
Net of Social Services: www.bcnl.org, which has
been administrated by Bulgarian Center for
Non-profit Law.

The NGOs Center in Razgrad provided 140 free
consultations to citizens and nongovernmental
organizations on issues of judicial, financial, and
management nature, programs, and competi-
tions of foundations and organizations through-
out the country and abroad.

The Internet site of the NGOs Center in Razgrad
- http://ngo-rz.hit.bg has been updated and it
provides current and useful information about
the activity of the organization.




CIVIL COURT WATCH IN RAZGRAD - http://court-rz.hit.bg.

The NGOs Center in
Razgrad implemented Civil
Court Watch in Razgrad
Project with the support of
Open Society Institute -
Sofia between November
1st, 2004 and August 31st,
2005. The aim of the
project was civil court
watch for establishing trans-
parency and accountability
of criminal jurisdiction in
Razgrad and for motivating
civic participation in legal
proceedings related vio-
lence against women. Di-
rect beneficiaries of the
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MoTEeHWHMan 33 B3aWMOAEHCTBME C MECTEH CbA

Mpe3 naToTo Ha 2004r. LeHTepLT Ha HIMO & Paszrpag v DkpexceHd cwpl pazpaboTtuka
cbBMECTHo npoekT "JocTenHo npasocbauve B Jlynoropwero”. Ha 10 asryct Z004r. Ge
NOANWCAHO CNOPa3YMeHHE 3a CbTpYAHW4ecTBo Mexay Palonen cba - Pasrpag v
BCYMIT - Knyf Pasrpap. NpeacefaTenaT Ha cbAa Ce CbrnacAea OOUWECTEEHMA NOCPEAHHE Ha
Pazrpan na pazmexna xanbn HE rpaxfaHn CPewy MOWo aAMHUHMCTPMPAHE Ha OOV KWTENWM W
CbAHH., MHHUKGTHEaTa € B paMkkTe Ha npoekT "OTBOpeHM BpaTW 3a rpaxjaHute Ha
Pazrpagn”.

Mpes nartoro Ha Z2004r. Mnamen (eTpos - HWPUAMYECKM KOHCYNTAHT Ha ABeETe
OPraHu3aumMM ¥4acTea B W3CAEJ0BATENCKK NPOeKT Ha MHcTHTYT "OTeopeno obuectso’.
Tol npernega no cneuManHa MeToOMKA apXHEMDaHM HaKasaTenHH Aena o obW xXapakTep W
NONENHKW  EBNPOCHME © HaA 120 BBNpPOCa, KOWTO KAacasT OnNpedensHn ceiefink dasu ot
H3K33aTenHHA NpoLec,

MbpBUTE KOHTAKTH ChL CbAAa B Pasrpag ca ot 1990r., KOraro cbAHH OT OKpbLXEH
cbwp, B Pasrpag yuacrsasa xato AolpoBonyn B HAKONKO OTBOPEHM CECMM 38 rpaxaHn
3a pasACHABaHe Ha u3ibvpaTenHuTe WHWUWMATHBW. OT 1992 ao 1994r. BCYMITI Knyb
Pazrpag pafoTy ChBMECTHO € LleHTBpa 3a ChIMAATENHO npaesockbAave, fle Moiin, CALL.
EAxa opraHusMpadn B Pasrpan HAKONKD CEMMHAPA N0 PA3PEIWABAHE HA KOHBNMKTH KM MEAMALNA.

Mpes 1996r. BCYKMIM Knyb6 Pasrpaj 3anoyHa peany3vMpaHeTo KaTto NWnoTHa
HWHHLLMATWBA Ha BIOpa 33 rPamaHCKM KOHCYNTAUKW E Pazrpad, JIOZHHULE H ManKH HAcenHH
mecTa. ChAMKH KOHCYNTHPAXa W M363xa ChEETH 3@ PA3BMTHETO HA HOBWA NPOEKT 33 pernoda. MNpes
CBIWATS FOAHHE 3@ 33MECTHHK-NpeAcenaTen Ha knyba be nabpada BeprunvA My4esa, KoATo Npes
1998r, zanoyHa pafioTa kKaTo ceAWA B PaifioHeH cokf - Pasrpas. Bawxed ¢akT za aseTe
OpraHnzaumn g, 4e BepriHna Midesa e samecTHHK-Npeacenaten v Ha LlenTspa Ha HNO & Pasrpaa
oT 1998r,

Mpe3 1999r. LenTepbT Ha HMNO B Pazrpag peanu3vpa npoekT 3a HabnwaeHwe Ha
MEecTHarTa BNacrT w AHTHKOPYMUHOHHKTE HHULLKMATUBK. Brxa OCBWECTEEHA CPpeWwX C

PEKOBOAHTENH Ha E&%HH MECTHH HHc‘rHT;uMH W 6Axa MHTEPBHIMpaHH 34 NpobnemkTe Ha

project were judges and ju-
dicial officers form Razgrad
District and Regional Court, over 20 women who
had been victims of violence, and journalists.
Eight civil observers actively collaborated with
court in Razgrad and demanded more transpar-
ency in regard with its activity. Volunteers signed
a Treaty for participation in Civil Court Watch in
Razgrad Project.

Over 20 cases treating violence against women
in Razgrad District and Regional Court were
monitored. Sixteen of the cases were tried at
Razgrad Regional Court and 8 - at Razgrad Dis-
trict Court.

In March 2005 an inquiry of public opinion
was conducted. 194 citizens were inquired.

An information bulletin on Civil Court Watch
in Razgrad (circulation of 1500 copies) was
printed out. A full color leaflet (circulation of
10000 copies), which contains information on the
Law on Protection against Domestic Violence, the
ways it can help victims of domestic violence and
those whom victims of violence can address. An
Internet site of the project was designed - http://

court-rz.hit.bg. It provides detailed and useful in-
formation about the aims and objectives of the
project, about the potential for interaction be-
tween the consortium and Razgrad Regional and
District Court, reports, outcome form the inquiry
of public opinion.

As a result of the project citizens’ acquaintance
with the activity of the judicial institution in
Razgrad was increased. The presence of civic ob-
servers at courtrooms contributed to increasing
the transparency of legal proceedings in Razgrad.
The judicial institution has been positively de-
veloping and is more open than before to put-
ting into practice democratic standards of impar-
tial jurisdiction. Citizens need free to all infor-
mation about the activity of court in Razgrad and
a facilitated access to it: information centers, in-
formative materials, and periodic reports on the
results of legal proceedings, bulletins. An active
civic position and readiness for informing non-
governmental organizations about the judicial
system in Razgrad are present.




DEVELOPMENT OF A DAILY CENTER FOR WOMEN AT DISADVANTAGE IN THE VILLAGE
OF STRAZHETS PROJECT - http://women-rz.hit.bg

NGOs Center implemented Development of a
Daily Center for Women in the Village of Strazhets
Project with the financial support of the Ministry
of Labor and Social Policy during the year. Ben-

eficiaries of the social services were 45 women
from various ethnic minorities, in burdensome
social condition and who had been unemployed
for over a year. A major aim of the project was the
development of Daily Center in the Village of
Strazhets for providing free of charge consultations,
counseling, information, juridical, psychological,
and health support to women at disadvantage.
Free psychological consultations, counseling,
and support in solving personal, professional, and
family problems were ensured to 248 women at
disadvantage. Women with serious social and psy-
chological problems received specialized psycho-
logical help. 115 women obtained free juridical
consultations in various fields. The consultations
focus on the relations of the women form the Daily
Center which are treated in accordance with fam-
ily law, public law, law of estate, labor law and

administrative law. Two women received protec-
tion in accordance with the Law on Protection
against Domestic Violence due to the coopera-
tion of the team of the Daily Center. Women are
acquainted with the basic
laws and normative docu-
ments protecting their hu-
man rights. Free consulta-
tions and medical examina-
tions of a dentist, an urolo-
gist, a gynecologist, an ear-
nose-throat specialist, and a
specialist in internal dis-
eases were conducted. The
health knowledge, hygiene,
and health condition of the
women from the Daily Cen-
ter improved. The Center
provides free medical ex-
aminations and consulta-
tions, health discussions,
health prevention, and pro-
motion. The cultural activi-
ties and pastime preserved
family values and culture of
the different communities,
drew together the different ethnic communities,
and solved the clashes among them. The women
were taught how to participate while at an inter-
view with an employer, to fill in and submit appli-
cations for a new job and how to draw upa CV. A
total of 53 women participate in courses for quali-
fication and prequalification due to the coopera-
tion of the Labor Bureau Directorate. 118 women
took part in an Educational Program - seminars,
trainings, discussions, and lectures. 50 women
acquired help and assistance in solving various
social, life related, and health problems. The
women were assisted in drawing up documents
that they need to submit to social, health, and edu-
cational institutions. The women at disadvantage
as well as the members of their families acquired
protection and had their law suit conducted free
of charge for them.

4



MODEL SUCCESSFUL POLICE - DEVELOPMENT OF SUSTAINABLE
PARTNERSHIPS PROJECT - http://ngo-police.hit.bg

The NGOs Center in Razgrad implemented
Model Successful Police Razgrad - Development
of Susstainable Partnerships that is a joint initia-
tive between the Center, the Regional Director-
ate of Interior in Razgrad and Municipal Council
Razgrad (July 2004 - July 2005). Open Society In-
stitute - Bulgaria and the Canadian International
Development Agency (CIDA) financed the project.

The aim of the project was to develop sustain-
able local partnerships for active inclusion of eth-
nic minority groups while solving the problems of
security and social order in Razgrad. A System for
Public Police Watch and interaction with the Po-
lice Support Group were established. Young
people’s interest in the activity of the local police
was increased and the communication with citi-
zens and representatives of ethnic groups was im-
proved.

The following were successfully organized: a
preliminary training for representative

ducted. A Public Forum for evaluation of the part-
nership with the local police between 1999 and
2005 was organized. The following events were
organized to accelerate the effect of the project:
a round table for presenting the System of Public
Police Watch, an inquiry of the running police
watch in Razgrad, work sessions of the Police Sup-
port Group, meetings with the police patrols at
Regional Police Directorate in Razgrad, drawing
up a Plan for Public Order and Security on the
Territory of Razgrad Municipality, an evaluation
of the criteria for police watch carried out by the
members of the Police Support Group, a brochure
which contains the annual report of the Regional
Police Directorate and the Regional Directorate
of Interior for 2004, an intermediate analyses of
the first three months and the second three-month
period of 2005 on the examination of the public
image of police in Razgrad, press conferences for

of ethnic minorities about the appli-
cation process for work at police, an
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Evaluation of the Action Plan for In-
teraction Between of Police and Eth-
nic Group in Razgrad, an establish-
ment of a System for Public Court
Watch, a training of the Commission
on Social Order and Security, Sustain-
able Partnerships for Development of
Successful Local Policies in Support
of Police Round Table, Training of the
Police Support Group. Local partner-
ships in support of the local police
were established. Young Discoverer
Club opened. There was training for
communication in a multicultural set-
ting and a seminar for getting ac-
quainted with the nature and tech-
niques of meditation. 13000 visiting
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Non-Governmental Organizations Center Razgrad

P JNHUMATS M MANUMHCTEETE B PyImeHHA < |

IMOJHITHATA B BJIH30CT 40 OGBIIECTBOTO I

& 2004 dividizafid BoHYKH NpaEa 3aMa3eHK

cards for 40 regional inspectors, of-

ficers at the Regional Directorate of Interior, and
the Regional Police Directorate were printed out.
An Internet site was designed. http://ngo-
police.hit.bg, A sociological inquiry was con-

presenting the Police Support Group, a monthly
monitoring of press, work visit (March 2005) and
participation in a Regional press conference (Sep-
tember 2005) in Romania.




STRENGTHENING THE COMMUNITY SUPPORT FOR RAZGRAD COURT - CIVIL
PARTICIPATION FOR TRANSPARENT JURISDICTION

Strengthening the Community Support for
Razgrad Court - Civil Participation for Transpar-
ent Jurisdiction Project started in November 2005.
The project was implemented by the Consortium
NGOs Center in Razgrad, Youth Forum

G@-op- & i @ [T it rcounz it bar

transparency of the legal institutions in Razgrad.
The positive effect of the collaboration with
Razgrad District and Regional Court will limit the
negative tendencies, practices, and problems of

2001, and Women Support Center in

£} Getting Started Latest Headlines

the Village of Strazhets in collaboration
with Razgrad District and Regional
Court with the financial support of the
United States Agency for International
Development and Judicial Strengthen-
ing Initiative.

The aim of the project is a transpar-
ently and effectively functioning judi-
cial system on the territory of Razgrad | =
municipality, which has the trust and
support of the local community. It car-
ries on the accomplished results of Civil
Watch of Razgrad Court Project.

Through the project the Consortium

Heaens 5:43:44 PM

CRYXHTENHTE © RENDEOACTEATA CLEMECTABAT GYHKUANTE M ha MRbORMaunGHRK Grapa. Topa SoaM Ao
¥BENHUEHa (HECEORETEEHa) GHMaKHPAHOLT, @ OT TYK HE PARKO W AD HETONERAHTHO H HEETHHHG GTHOWSHHE

FROM THE AMERICAN PECPLE  nonuuaute ot “CrAsfHE NOMMUKA” & OKAUEBCTEABA OT FRAKASHHTE KATO BHGOKOMEPHD .

TIPOEKT "3ACHABAHE HA OBIITECTBEHATA ITO/AKPEIIA
3A CBbAA B PA3IPAA - TPAKAAHCKO YUACTHE 3A
NPO3PAYHO IMPABOPA3JABAHE"

Ugirap sia HILO, Maajexxku popys 2001, LienTep 32 noAkpena na kemn 5 ceao Ctpaxer

Mpoekr "MpasaaHcko HaBnaeHwe Ha cbda B Paarpad” ce g
3amac  [poekty  Peanuzauma  @WHaHCWpaHe Bpbakt  KolTaktd

Pasmiag, C& HAMHpa B CEEBPOMSTOHA BBATEPHA H & 0BNACTEH LEHTBP CBG CbIWOTO HMe, CbAsfHaTa BNacT
& NPEACTABEHa 0T DKPLXEH M TPH PaAOHHHM Cbaa, Npes Z005r, LeHTERET Ha HNO v ECUMT Kny6 Pasrpas
OCBULECTEAEMXA MHNOTEH MPOSKT ChG CbAa, CLASEHMTE NENa 553 AOMAWHD HACHNME HEA KEHM Baxa
HaBnWASESHH 0T CcNeuManHo 06y4YeHW rpakAsHCKM  Ha6NWAETENH-A0BpoBONUH, JIEETE OPraHHsaLMH
pafoTxa B mMpeka © Owe TP HMO G NOAKDENaTa Ha MHCTHTYT “OTEOpEHD 0BUWECTED® - Codwa:
hitp: ficourtwatch.osf g,

B npoueca Ha HAabMIOAEHME Ce OTKPOMXA HAKOAKD BaXHH TEHAEHUMW B HAMACHTE Ha rPaXAaHmTe No
OTHOWEHHE H& HAUMHA, ND KOMTO C& EBOAAT CEAGGHMTE NEna 5 OKPLKEH W PafOHEH cea - Pasrpad.
CoASAHMTS NEOLEAYDH HE G3 ACHM 34 OGHKHOESHHA rPaXAAHWH, J8NaTs Cs OTNArsT TBBRAS YscTa. HAma
EBTREWHE YPEAGa © MHKPOGOHH, HAME ChASGEH NPHCTEE, OcoBEHG NOLO BREYATNEHWE NPAEW CHETEMHOTO
33KBCHABAHE Ha cbankTe © No 10 -15 muHyTh. Habnoaaea ce npucTpacTve cped cbawnkTe. MpakTHka €
HAKOMKO LENA & CE HACPOYEAT B SOMH H CblM H3c, KOETO HAaManABa 3HaYMTENHo eGeKTMBHOCTTE Ha
NpaEopazaasate. Mo BPeMe Ha 3aCEA3HAATE BIMIAT BLHWHH MMLA H HEPYWABAT PEAd B 3anaTa. AKYCTHRATa
& MHOTD NOWa B CbABAHHTE 38MH H C& YYBAT BEBHWHHTE WYHOBSE OT YNHUATS,

Cue cepHDIHM NRDGNENN Co COMLEREAT N IPIXAGHATE, TEPCEWN ONPEAENEHE HHBOPMALKA. B Orpexen
W PafioHen coA - PASTRaA NHNGES MEXaHH3BH 33 HHBOPMHPEHE 33 ASHHOCTTS Ha AESTE MHCTHTYLHH — HANE
CNYKHTEN 38 BPB3KH C OBULECTESHACTTA, HHTERHET-CTRAHHLH, YKA3ATENHN Tabna, OT TSBEMHTE Ha BPATHTE C
WMEHaTa Ha CLAWMTE HE CTaBa ACHO KOW KAKBM ABNa P3MEkAa. HAMA MSXEHHIBM HAH HHHOPMALMOHHD
Tafing, OT KBAETO TREXAAHHTE Aa o HHEDPKHRGT 33 ENYYaH Ha DTNOAEHA AENG WM NRONEHEHH HACODE.

KEH TPAKAAHMTS, TOBSASHHETO HA UACT OT CLAWMTS, CTYXKHTENHTE & ChASBHATA AAMMHHCTDALMA W

of three active organizations continues

to exert civil control and to support the process of
reformation in the judicial power on a local level
while contributing to the increased efficiency and

the judicial system as it will imply variants for their
solving and will improve the public image of the

judicial institution.

FROM SOCIAL AID TO GENERAL EMPLOYMENT NATIONAL PROGRAM

PEMYEMNKA EBNTAPAA E-yonyry YCAYIA BRMPOCY v OTFOBOPW BPB3KU KOHTAKTIA

MVHWCTEPCTBO

HA TPYOA

N COUMATNHATA

nonMTMKA
=

MUHWCTERCTEO HOBUHLA  MPOFPAMM  SAKOHI PALME  SA P

Two women of Roma origin and permanently unemployed
were consultants on work with Roma community in accordance
with From Social Aid to General Employment National Program
of the Ministry of Labor and Social Policy for 12 months. They
provided consultations to Roma families on the opportunities for
engaging them in various programs, and on issues related to social

services.
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NGOs CENTER IN RAZGRAD - PROGRAM FOR SOCIAL ENTERPRISES

The NGOs Center in Razgrad has been involved
in the Social Enterprise Program of Counterpart
International - Bulgaria Foundation since the be-
ginning of 2005. A social enterprise is business
activity of a not-for-profit legal entity, which has a
marked effect on vulnerable groups for improving
their social status, ensuring employment, provid-
ing services, and/or other forms of direct support
for overwhelming their social isolation.

Our organization helps the Women Support
Center to establish and develop a workshop for

ethnic finery. The ethnic enterprise already has
the necessary equipment for implementing the ac-
tivity. 22 women from the various ethnic minori-
ties, who will be engaged in the social enterprise
and who have the specific skills for making ethnic
jewelry and accessories, were identified. The
equipment, which was bought, includes sewing
machines, a combined press and thermo gluing
machine, ironing machines; work places for 22 un-
employed women from the village of Strazhets
were designated.

WE ARE FOR PUBLIC OPINION BASED ON INFORMATION

The NGOs Center in Razgrad very actively
made use of the Law on Access to Public Informa-
tion in 2005. We are the only organization de-
manding transparency in and publicity about the
activity of the local author-

right to access to information. Access to Informa-
tion Program awarded a honor deed to the NGOs
Center for actively utilizing the Law on Access to
Public Information and initiating legal proceeding

ity and the bodies of local *
self-government. Over 30

applications for access to

public information on
deals, contracts, remunera-
tions, municipal propriety
and other information,
which is public by charac-
ter and concerns citizens as
taxpayers, were submitted.

Over 30 cases were filed

32 npuHoc B obAacmma Ha
gocmbna go undopmauua

at Razgrad District Court.
Five of them against
Razgrad Municipality were

28 cenmemBpu
MeXkgyHapogeH geH
Ha npaBomo ga 3HAM

won and there are deci-
sions, which have come
into action. Over 30 cases

were appealed at Supreme
Administrative Court.

In the summer of 2005 the NGOs Center was
nominated at the competition of Access to Infor-
mation Program in the category: A nongovern-
mental organization mostly actively exerting its

for access to information of great social significance
on September 28, 2005 - International Day of the
Right to Information at a ceremony at Maty Hall
of the National Place of Culture.




VISIT AND ANALYSES OF GOOD PRACTICES IN THE FIELD OF POLICE ACTIVITY IN REGIONS
OF PREVALING MINORITY POPULATION PROJECT

Open Society Institute gave us the assignment
to organize a stady visit with an educational pur-
pose in neighboring Romania. Georgi Milkov and
Afize Taylor participated in an educational visit
to our neighbor to the north between 14 and 17

March 2005. The aim was getting acquainted with
successful practices for partnership among the
government, police services, representatives of
civil society, and Roma organizations in Roma-
nia.

MONITORING OVER DEALS RELATED TO COMMAND OVER MUNICIPAL
PROPERTY IN RAZGRAD MUNICIPALITY

After the parliamentary elections on June 25, 2005
changes in government on a local and national level
occurred. Pre-term local elections were conducted
in some of the large towns in the state including in
Razgrad. Open Society Institute - Sofia, civil organi-
zations, media, several of the opposing political par-
ties and the syndicates united and openly expressed
their worries about the intense activity in regard with
conducting deals related to command over state and
municipal property in the last days of the mandates
of the government and the local authority.

The organization observed the sessions of the
Standing Commission for management of munici-
pal property, privatization, and post-privatization
control as well as the sessions of Razgrad Municipal
Council between July and October 2005. Basic con-
clusions from the observation of the deals related to
command over municipal property were made.

THE NGOs CENTER IN RAZGRAD - A MEMBER OF THE CONSORTIUM MANAGED BY
RESOURCE CENTER FOUNDATION

Since 2004 the NGOs Center in Razgrad has
been a member of the consortium, which observes
the implementation of projects on PHARE - Civil
Society Development Programme 2002 that has
been implemented by the Ministry of Finances
under the observation of the Delegation of the
European Commission in Bulgaria.

The management of the project was imple-

mented by Unit for project implementation - Con-
sortium of Resource Center Foundation,
MikroFund Sofia Foundation, Access Sofia Foun-
dation, Open Society Club - Blagoevgrad, Open
Society Club - Smolyan, Open Society Club -
Sliven, House of Science and Technology - Vraza,
Znanie Association - Lovech, Nongovernmental
Organizations Center - Razgrad.




NGOs CENTER IN RAZGRAD - A MEMBER OF THE ASSOCIATION
OF SOCIAL ENTERPRISES

On November 17, 2005 the NCOs Center in
Razgrad participated in a constituent assembly in
Varna and became a founder member of the Asso-
ciation of Social Enterprises in Bulgaria. Georgi Milkov
- a chairman of the organization, was elected to be a
member of the Managing Board of the association.

The Mission of the Association is to stimulate
social enterprise and the establishment of social
enterprises in Bulgaria through improving the set-
ting for their functioning, recognizing mechanisms
for self-regulation and providing access to re-
sources for social enterprises.

NGOS CENTER IN RAZGRAD - A PARTNER OF THE BULGARIAN NATIONAL
CONSUMER ASSOCIATION

The NGOs Center in Razgrad has had a suc-
cessful partnership with the Bulgarian National
Consumer Association of since 2001. Since the
beginning of 2005 a local office, which informs
and provides consultations for the community in
regard with the problems of consumers’ protec-

tion opened. It helps consumers to protect their
own rights and interests and in the access to juris-
diction. It provides information about putting into
practice the world requirements and accomplish-
ments in the field of consumers” protection and
ecology in Bulgaria.

GEORGI MILKOV - A TRAINER OF EGYPTIANS

Georgi Milkov, the
Chairman of the NGOs
Center in Razgrad, was a
member of the Interna-
tional Group of Council-
ors during the Parliamen-
tary Elections in Egypt af-
ter he had been invited by
the National Democratic
Institute of International
Affairs in the USA /NDI/.
The civic activist, who has
observed the elections of
Ukraine, Kosovo,
Moldova, and Bosnia and
Herzegovina more than
once, was the only repre-
sentative of our country in




Egypt between November 3rd and December
12th 2006. 9 people participated in the mission
of NDI  three Americans, two ltalians, a Serbian,
a Romanian, a Croatian, and Georgi Milkov. The
citizen of the town of Razgrad provided techni-
cal assistance and training to four key Egyptian
regional organizations for monitoring of the elec-
tions in the regions Beni Suef (150 km south of
Cairo), Tanta (in the middle of the delta on the

Nile), and the Damiyat (on the Mediterranean
Sea). He organized six trainings, in which 135 vol-
unteers - observers participated, and he also
worked with the group Futute Leaders in Beni
Suef. Some of Georgi Milkov’s resposibilities in-
cluded overall organization of the monitoring,
manangemnt of the violations during the elec-
tion day, assessment, and reporing of the
elcetions.

NGOs CENTER IN RAZGRAD - AN ACTIVE MEMBER OF NATIONAL NETWORKS

Since May 2005 the NGOs Center in
Razgrad has been an active member of the
Social Services Network: www.bcnl.org,
which has been administered by the Bulgar-
ian Center for Non-profit Law.

The NGOs Center is a member of Police
Close to Community National Network (Bul-
garia) and Police Close to Minorities Regional
Network, which was established in Bucharest,
Romania.

On June 24, 2005 we received an official
invitation to participate in the activity of the
Regional Council and Regional Governor while
collaborating on ethnic and demographic is-
sues.
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NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS CENTER RAZGRAD

el

The NGOs Center in Razgrad was founded on January, 8th 1997 in Razgrad by 7 local civil
organizations. The NGOs Center was founded in order to support the development of a civil
society in the Razgrad Region. It is currently working in a partnership with the local courts in

Razgrad to improve their communication with the community, civic monitoring of court for
establishment of clarity in the process of administration in criminal justice in Razgrad as well.

NGOs Center is improving the social condition of unemployed women in the village of
Strazhets while establishing a workshop for ethno ornaments as a social enterprise. The NGOs
Center also provided training for local citizen leaders and supports the efforts few NGOs in the

area.

We became a founder of Association of Social Enterprises in Bulgarian in November 2005.
Since February 2005 we are very active members of Social Services Network and founder of
Association of Social Enterprises in Bulgaria, November 2005. In March 2004 the Organization
was a co-founder in establishing Community Policing Network in Bulgaria. In May 2004, as a
Bulgarian representative the NGOs Center was involved in the process of building the Minority
Policing Regional Network in Romania.

MISSION
Our mission is to advocate for civic participation in the democratization process at local level.

GOALS
Our goals are to promote inclusive models of policy development, to support the integration of
socially disadvantaged groups and to foster sustainable public-private partnerships.

Main areas of activity are good governance, access to information, minority and other disad-
vantaged group’s rights, community mobilization and civic participation.

NGOS CENTER MEMBERS
Bulgarian Association for Fair Elections and Civil Rights - Razgrad Club, Youth Forum 2001,
Sport Club Gladiator, YMCA Razgrad, Tennis Club Razgrad, Mother Care Association,
Women’s Support Center in Strazhets, Culturel Figures Club Razgrad, and Esperanto Center of
Culture.

NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS CENTER RAZGRAD
Razgrad 7200, Osvobozhdenie 34, POBox 237
tel: +359 (84) 661694 fax: + 359 (84) 660668
E-mail: bafe @ngo-rz.org
www.ngo-rz.hit.bg
www.court-rz.hit.bg
www.ngo-police.hit.bg





